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changes that may result in the fall of this Emperor of apes,
in the hope of reigning in his stead as regent.'l

Notwithstanding the sagacity and exactitude, to use
the Duke de Broglie's own words, with which this
portrait is drawn, testifying to a certain amount of
personal knowledge of the subject, the duke, in support
of his theory that 3>'Eon could not at any time have
been reader (lectrice)2 to Elizabeth, reproduces a letter
of questionable accuracy from Catherine II. to Grimm,
to show how complete a cipher he must have been at
the Eussian Court. It is dated April 13, 1778.

1 The Empress Elizabeth never had a reader' (lectrice)
wrote her Majesty, c and M. or Mademoiselle D'Eon was not
better known to her than to me, who have only known him as a
sort of political drudge (cjalopin polit^ue) in the service of the
Marquis de l'H6pital and of the Baron de Breteuil.'3

We need not stop to inquire why the Empress
Catherine, attached as she was, when grand-duchess,
to the party against which all D'Eon's assaults, by com-
mand of his sovereign, were directed; and who sat up
for nights, translating into French from the Eussian,
for the edification of Sir Hanbury Williams, air such
decisions of the Council as were favourable to France,
should have thus expressed herself with regard to the
secretary of a brilliant French Embassy; and this in. his
adversity, twenty-two years after his certain appearance
at the Court of Russia for the first time. Apart from
D'Eon's own observation that he dined occasionally at

1 D'Eon to the Count de Broglio, July 1, 1762. De Broglio, ii. 105.
Peter Til. was assassinated July 14, 1762.

3 Madame Oampan, the contemporary who notices the employment of
D'Eon as reader to Elizabeth, employs the term leoteur. I do not know
on what equally reliable authority the duke uses the word ledricc.

3 De Broglie, ii. 607.   I have not "been able to consult the original work.o Tercier, August 81,1762. Ibid i 278n of the
